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QuestionsQuestions

1. What initiatives are shaping how 
language teachers are being 
prepared for the classroom?

2. What are teacher training programs 
at schools of education doing to 
enhance the quality of language 
teachers in K-12 classrooms?



Initiatives: Professional Standards

FL Teacher 
Candidates

ACTFL/NCATE Program 
Standards for the Preparation of 
FL Teachers, 2002
ACTFL/NCATEACTFL/NCATE

Beginning FL 
Teachers

Standards for Licensing Beginning 
FL Teachers, 2002
INTASCINTASC

Accomplished 
FL Teachers

World Languages Other than 
English Standards, 2001
NBPTSNBPTS



ACTFL/NCATEACTFL/NCATE Program Standards 
for the Preparation of FL Teachers

ACTFL/NCATE Content Standards:
1. Language, Linguistics, Comparisons

2. Cultures, Literatures, Cross-Disciplinary Concepts

3. Language Acquisition Theories and Instructional Practices

4. Integration of Standards into Curriculum and Instruction

5. Assessment of Languages and Cultures

6. Professionalism



ACTFL/NCATEACTFL/NCATE Program Standards 
for the Preparation of FL Teachers

Requirements for FL Teacher Preparation 
Programs:

• Consider FL teacher preparation a joint responsibility 
between faculty in Foreign Languages and 
Education.

• Require a methods course specific to FL education 
taught by qualified faculty.

• Reflect the profession’s expectations for the specific 
knowledge, skills, and dispositions that FL teachers 
should have as they enter K-12 classrooms.



ACTFL/NCATEACTFL/NCATE Program Standards 
for the Preparation of FL Teachers

Requirements for Programs (cont.)

• Include language, linguistics, culture and literature 
components. 

• Require development of foreign language proficiency 
with special emphasis on oral proficiency.

• Require assessment of candidates’ oral proficiency 
and diagnostic feedback on their progress.

• Teach upper-level courses in the foreign language.



ACTFL/NCATEACTFL/NCATE Program Standards 
for the Preparation of FL Teachers

Requirements for Programs (cont.)

• Require that field experiences and student teaching 
be supervised by qualified foreign language faculty 
and be in foreign language classrooms.

• Encourage experience with technology-enhanced 
instruction.

• Encourage participation in a structured study abroad 
program and/or intensive immersion experiences in a 
target language community.



Current PracticeCurrent Practice
• Programs requesting ACTFL/NCATE review:

• Fall 2007: 47 program reviews

• Spring 2008: 50 program reviews

• ACTFL/NCATE Workshops conducted: 10+ 
per year

• ACTFL/NCATE program reviewers trained: 90

Marty Abbott, ACTFL, 2-14-08



Impact of ACTFL/NCATEImpact of ACTFL/NCATE
• Faculty become educated about standards;
• Establishes a culture of oral proficiency;
• Faculty become focused on performance 

assessment;
• Enhances communication among faculty;
• Results in curriculum revision;
• Encourages the use of technology for data 

collection.

McAlpine & Dhonau. (2007). Foreign Language Annals, 40(2), 247-259.



Impact of ACTFL/NCATEImpact of ACTFL/NCATE:

“Raising the bar for teacher 
candidates can only energize 
faculty to revisit expectations for 
all foreign language students.”

Dhonau, S., & McAlpine, D. (2005). An electronic portfolio for the ACTFL/NCATE teacher program
standards in the second language methods course, Foreign Language Annals, 38(1), 69-76.



Challenges
Two biggest challenges for Teacher Education 

Programs in meeting ACTFL/NCATE 
requirements:

1. Assuring that FL teachers reach 
the Advanced Low level of oral 
proficiency as defined by the 
ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines -- 
Speaking (1999).

Marty Abbott, ACTFL, 2-14-08



Challenges

2. Collecting data on FL teacher 
performance for the seven 
required assessments;

Marty Abbott, ACTFL, 2-14-08



Challenges

Meeting the need for teachers
of critical languages 

without forfeiting high standards.



Challenges

What new initiatives may 
impact teacher preparation

in the future?



What new initiatives may impact 
teacher preparation in the future?

WorldWorld--Class EducationClass Education
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What initiatives are shaping how language teachers are being prepared for the 
classroom? 

 
Initiatives: Overview of Professional Standards1 
 
K-16 Student Content   
Standards 

 

Standards for Foreign Language Learning in the 21st Century, 1999 
Standards Collaborative 
http://www.actfl.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=3318 

• Defines what K-16 foreign language students should know 
and be able to do. 

 
K-12 Student Performance 
Standards 

ACTFL Performance Guidelines for K-12 Students 
http://www.actfl.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=3327 

• Provides guidelines on how well students should be able to 
meet the content standards. 

 
FL Teacher Candidates 

 
Program Standards for the Preparation of FL Teachers, 2002:  
ACTFL/NCATE 
http://www.actfl.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=3384 

• Serves as a quality control mechanism for rigorous, high 
quality language teacher preparation.  

• Reflects the profession’s expectations for the specific 
knowledge, skills, and dispositions that foreign language 
teachers should have when they enter the field. 

 
Beginning FL Teachers 

 
Standards for Licensing Beginning Foreign Language Teachers, 
2002:  INTASC  
http://www.ccsso.org/Projects/interstate_new_teacher_assessment_
and_support_consortium/projects/standards_development/791.cfm#
foreign 

• Promotes standards-based reform of the licensing process 
by working with state education agencies responsible for 
teacher licensing, professional development, and program 
approval. 

 
Accomplished FL Teachers 

 
World Languages Other than English Standards, 2001:  NBPTS  
http://www.nbpts.org/for_candidates/certificate_areas?ID=16&x=
39&y=9 

• Establishes high and rigorous standards for what 
accomplished teachers should know and be able to do. 

 

                                                 
1 Adapted from Schrier, L. (2002). The knowledge base supporting the standards. In Program Standards 
for the Preparation of Foreign Language Teachers. American Council on the Teaching of Foreign 
Languages. 
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What are teacher-training programs at schools of education doing to enhance 
the quality of language teachers in K-12 classrooms? 
 
ACTFL/NCATE: To be an ACTFL/NCATE-Approved Program, K-12 teacher preparation 
programs are required to base their program design on the 2002 ACTFL/NCATE standards. 

• Programs requesting ACTFL/NCATE review: 
o Fall 2007: 47 program reviews 
o Spring 2008: 50 program reviews 

• ACTFL/NCATE Workshops conducted: 10+ per year 
• ACTFL/NCATE program reviewers trained: 90 

Marty Abbot, ACTFL, 2-14-08 
 
Challenges in Implementing ACTFL/NCATE Program Standards 

• Assuring that FL teachers reach the Advanced Low level of oral proficiency as 
defined by the ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines -- Speaking (1999). 

• Collecting data on FL teacher performance for the seven required assessments; 
 
Impact of ACTFL/NCATE Program Standards on Teacher Preparation Programs 
 

• Faculty become educated about standards;  
• Establishes a culture of oral proficiency; 
• Faculty become focused on performance assessment; 
• Enhances communication among faculty as they engage in the program review 

process;  
• Results in curriculum revision; 
• Encourages use of technology for data collection such as electronic portfolios. 

 
McAlpine, D., & Dhonau, S. (2007). Creating a culture for the preparation of an  

ACTFL/NCATE program review, Foreign Language Annals, 40(2), 247-259. 

 
“Raising the bar for teacher candidates can only energize faculty to revisit 
expectations for all foreign language students.” 

 
Dhonau, S., & McAlpine, D. (2005). An electronic portfolio for the ACTFL/NCATE teacher program 

standards in the second language methods course, Foreign Language Annals, 38(1), 69-76. 
 
Additional Challenges:  

• Meeting the Needs for Teachers of Critical Languages without forfeiting high 
standards 

• New Initiative in World Class Education 
o North Carolina in the World: http://www.ncpublicshools.org/profdev 
o Global Communications Project: 

http://ciu.northcarolina.edu/content.php/ncworld/index.htm?submenu=3  
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