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 IN TODAY’S WORLD GEO-POLITICAL AND CULTURAL REGIONS WHICH WERE NOT WELL 

UNDERSTOOD IN THE PAST ARE NOW VITALLY IMPORTANT TO CURRENT NATIONAL CONCERNS.   

THE WAR IN IRAQ, THE ECONOMIC POWER OF OIL RICH COUNTRIES, THE POLITICAL AND 

DIPLOMATIC STRATEGIES OF CHINA, ALL POINT TO A NEED FOR GREATER CULTURAL AND 

LINGUISTIC ABILITY.    

  THE NATIONAL INTEREST IS NOW ADDRESSED BY INCREASING FUNDING FOR 

INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE NATIONAL EDUCATION SECURITY 

PROGRAM (NSEP) AND DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE INITIATIVES.  HOWEVER, STRATEGIC 

INTERESTS HAVE ALSO BEEN SERVED THROUGH THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF TITLE VI TO 

SCHOLARSHIP AND THE TRAINING OF GENERATIONS OF GRADUATE STUDENTS OFTEN IN AREAS 

WHICH MIGHT HAVE SEEMED ESOTERIC BUT WHICH ARE OF CENTRAL IMPORTANCE TO-DAY.    IN 

SO MANY WAYS THIS IS AN AFFIRMATION OF THE IMPORTANCE OF TITLE VI AND OF THE 

SIGNIFICANCE OF INDEPENDENT SCHOLARSHIP. 

POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, LINGUISTIC AND SOCIAL RESEARCH THAT IS INDEPENDENT OFTEN 

EXPLORES UNUSUAL AND UNEXPECTED AREAS THAT CAN PROVE TO BE INVALUABLE OVER 

TIME.  TITLE VI HAS BEEN VITAL IN NURTURING THIS TYPE OF SCHOLARSHIP. 

  OF COURSE THERE IS A PLACE FOR COMMISSIONED RESEARCH. BUT STRATEGIC 

INTERESTS HAVE AND MUST BE SERVED BY RESEARCH THAT IS INDEPENDENT AND WHICH IS IN 

THE PUBLIC DOMAIN. 

 IT IS ALSO ESSENTIAL TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE FACT THAT THE VERY NATURE OF 

RESEARCH HAS BECOME GLOBAL. RESEARCH AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF THEORY ARE NO 

LONGER CONFINED TO EUROPE OR THE UNITED STATES. VITAL NEW KNOWLEDGE IS NOW 



 2

DEVELOPED ON A GLOBAL SCALE AND IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT SCHOLARS SHOULD ENGAGE IN THE 

CROSS FERTILIZATION OF IDEAS AND APPROACHES. INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGES AND 

LINKAGES SHOULD BE CREATED AND SUSTAINED BECAUSE THEY HAVE BECOME ESSENTIAL TO 

GENERATING NEW KNOWLEDGE. 

 AMERICAN UNIVERSITIES ARE MARKED BY THEIR PLURALITY – THERE ARE VAST 

RESOURCES SCATTERED ACROSS THE COUNTRY.  UNEXPECTED POCKETS OF EXPERTISE ARE TO 

BE FOUND AT DIFFERENT LOCATIONS.  THERE IS A TREND AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL TO WANT TO 

COMBINE AND UNIFY THESE INTO SINGLE RESOURCE STRUCTURES.  THIS OFTEN IGNORES THE 

VALUE OF IN-DEPTH AND IDIOSYNCRATIC RESOURCES AND DEPARTMENTS MANY OF WHICH 

HAVE EXISTED OVER TIME.  

 LAST YEAR, I MADE SEVERAL TRIPS TO CHINA AND ALSO TO INDIA.  ASIA AS A VENUE FOR 

UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE STUDY NEEDS TO BE EMPHASIZED IN TERMS OF EXPANDED 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR LANGUAGE AND AREA STUDIES. 

 UNIVERSITIES IN THIS COUNTRY ARE INCREASINGLY AWARE OF THE SIGNIFICANCE OF 

REGIONAL CONSORTIA THAT HELP TO MAXIMIZE KNOWLEDGE BASES, REDUCE COSTS, AND 

SHARE TEACHING OPPORTUNITIES ESPECIALLY IN AREAS WHERE THERE ARE SMALL 

ENROLLMENTS.   

 TITLE VI FUNDS CAN HELP TO FOSTER SUCH TEACHING NETWORKS AND FORMS OF 

COLLABORATION TO MAINTAIN EXPERTISE ON A BROAD RANGE OF AREAS, LANGUAGES, AND 

SUBJECTS.  

 RAPIDLY EVOLVING INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AND FORMS OF KNOWLEDGE 

ASSOCIATED WITH ECONOMIC GLOBALIZATION PUT UNIVERSITIES AT THE CROSS-ROADS FOR 

NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND COMPETITIVENESS. THE SCALE OF CHANGE IN INFORMATION 

TECHNOLOGY IS LEADING TO A REDEFINITION OF HIGHER EDUCATION. THIS OFFERS 

CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR UNIVERSITIES AS WELL AS FOR THE NATIONAL 

INTEREST.  
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 TITLE VI FUNDING MUST SUPPORT THE DEVELOPMENT AND INTEGRATION OF LANGUAGE 

AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES PROGRAMS AND PEDAGOGICAL MATERIAL INTO NEW 

TECHNOLOGICAL SYSTEMS AND FORMS OF TEACHING AND LEARNING, THUS INCREASING THE 

ABILITY OF UNIVERSITIES TO DELIVER CRITICAL TRAINING AND FACILITATE SCHOLARLY 

EXCHANGE. 

 LANGUAGES ARE CLEARLY OF MAJOR IMPORTANCE FOR THE NATIONAL INTEREST.  LET 

ME NOW BRIEFLY REFER TO LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION AND THE DIFFERENT CONSTITUENCIES 

THAT NEED TO BE SERVED. 

• LANGUAGES FOR THE UNDERGRADUATE EDUCATION AND FOR THE TRAINING OF 

GRADUATE STUDENTS AND FUTURES SCHOLARS. 

• LANGUAGES  FOR POLICY MAKERS 

• LANGUAGES FOR ON THE GROUND MILITARY PERSONNEL 

• LANGAUGES AT THE K-12 LEVELS 

 UNIVERSITIES ARE UNIQUELY EQUIPPED TO MEET ALL OF THESE GOALS AND TO KEEP UP 

WITH NEW PEDAGOGY AND NEW MODES OF DELIVERY.  ADVANCES IN PEDAGOGY AND 

INSTRUCTION TAKE PLACE AT UNIVERSITIES, 

LET ME REFER BRIEFLY TO A FEW CENTRAL ASIAN INITIATIVES AT INDIANA UNIVERSITY: 

• ROTC PROJECT –  SUMMER INTENSIVE LANGUAGE TRAINING FOR CADETS  

• THE INDIANA UNIVERSITY CENTER FOR THE LANGUAGES OF THE CENTRAL ASIAN 

REGION’S (CELCAR)  PRODUCTION OF LANGUAGE LEARNING MATERIALS – ESPECIALLY 

UZBEK, TAJIK, PASHTO, AND OTHER CENTRAL ASIAN LANGUAGES  

• OTHER LANGUAGE LEARNING MATERIALS FUNDED OR DEVELOPED BY THE INNER ASIAN 

AND URALIC NATIONAL RESOURCE CENTER INCLUDE  ONLINE MATERIALS (CENASIANET) 

WITH  NSEP GRANT FUNDS;  
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• DEVELOPMENT OF SUPPLEMENTARY INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS FOR TURKISH, AND A 

“BRIDGE COURSE” FROM TURKISH TO AZERBAIJANI. 

• LANGUAGE AND AREA STUDIES INSTRUCTION AT IU (MANY FORMER STUDENTS IN 

CENTRAL ASIAN LANGUAGES NOW WORKING IN US GOVERNMENT OFFICES, INCLUDING 

STATE, CIA);  

• SOME COME FOR SUMMER LANGUAGE TRAINING 

• IU FACULTY SERVING ON TEAMS OF USAID-FUNDED PROJECTS IN CENTRAL ASIA 

• IU STUDENTS SERVING AS INTERNS AT US EMBASSIES AND AT US DEPARTMENT OF STATE  

    TITLE VI HAS BEEN A POWERFUL CATALYST FOR CHANGE FOR NEARLY FIFTY YEARS. IT HAS 

SHAPED THE CONTEMPORARY INTERNATIONAL LANDSCAPE IN HIGHLY POSITIVE WAYS. IT HAS 

THE CAPACITY TO CONTINUE TO DO SO. 

 


