2010 NRC and FLAS Competition Process


NRC and FLAS Competition Process:  Frequently Asked Questions

The information in this handout is intended to help you understand the different steps and processes that make-up the NRC and FLAS competition.  These steps are taken to ensure that the peer review grant award sequence occurs in a fair, transparent and timely manner.



I.	THE CLOSING DATE NOTICE (CDN):


Where can I find the Closing Date Notice that announces the 2010-13 NRC and FLAS competition?


The CDN for the 2010-13 NRC and FLAS grant competition will be posted online in the Federal Register (FR).  Most sponsored projects offices at postsecondary institutions have access to the FR.     The website for the FR is listed below:





http://www.gpoaccess.gov/fr/





II.	NUMBER OF AWARDS:


How many NRC and FLAS awards will be given for the 2010-13  program cycle?


US/ED announces an estimated number of awards and an average unit cost based on funds requested for FY 2010.  The competition results and federal appropriation will factor into determining the actual number of awards.  There is not a predetermined number of NRC or FLAS grant awards per world area.





III.	ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS:


Who is eligible to apply for the NRC and FLAS program?


An administrative unit within an institution of higher education is an eligible applicant.  The administrative unit may be a center or institute or program that focuses on a geographic region(s) or on global studies.   





IV.	SELECTION CRITERIA:


On what criteria are applicants evaluated?


There are separate sets of selection criteria for evaluating Comprehensive Center, Undergraduate Center or FLAS-only applicants.  Although there are separate sets of selection criteria for comprehensive and undergraduate centers, all applications are considered together and applicants do not receive a competitive advantage for being an existing or previous NRC or FLAS grantee.  The specific NRC and FLAS selection criteria will be published in the FY 2010 Closing Date Notice (CDN). 





V.	SCORING:


Does an application’s ‘score’ play a role in whether or not it’s funded?


Peer reviewers evaluate and score each application based on the published selection criteria.  US/ED then prepares a slate of applications recommended for funding. 





VI.	MONEY:


If funded, how much do the different types of NRC grantees (comprehensive, undergraduate, consortium) receive?


US/ED will determine funding levels for each grant after reviewing proposed activities and requests and available funding.  All successful applicants are subject to being required to submit a revised budget based on the final appropriation amount for the NRC and FLAS programs and the program officer’s budget analysis.





VII.	PRIORITIES:


What effect do absolute, invitational, and/or competitive priorities play in determining funding?


Generally, absolute priorities determine eligibility, points are assigned to competitive priorities, and invitational priorities may effect funding amounts.  Extra NRC or FLAS monies might be awarded for exceptional breadth and depth in priority activities or to assist institutions in conducting special projects announced in the CDN.  











VIII.	FLAS GRANTS:


How is the number of FLAS grants that an institution receives to award determined?


US/ED cannot award more fellowships than the number requested by an applicant, and because of budgetary limitations a FLAS applicant might be offered funding for fewer FLAS awards than they originally applied for.  





IX.	APPLICATIONS:


What type of application can an institution submit? 


An applicant may apply for NRC or FLAS or both.  An applicant may receive a NRC or FLAS grant or both.  An applicant who applies for both NRC and FLAS might be awarded both, one, or neither as each program is scored independently.





X.	APPLICATION SCREENING


Do all submitted applications make it to the peer reviewers?


All applications are first screened by NRC and FLAS staff for technical eligibility.  Any application that is ruled “ineligible” is returned to the institution and not evaluated by peer reviewers.  Technical eligibility is based upon the application directions outlined in the CDN.     





XI.	PEER REVIEWERS


How can someone become a peer reviewer?


Experts interested in reviewing applications must register in the OPE Field Reader System.





http://opeweb.ed.gov/frs/frsHome.cfm





XII.	PEER REVIEW PANEL MAKE-UP


What is the composition of the panels?


Panels are made up of 3, 6, or 9 reviewers depending on the number of applications but only three reviewers will actually read the application.  Each application is reviewed by one language and two international area experts.  Panels are configured based on the number of applications submitted for that respective area.  Additionally, panels must include new and experienced readers.   





XIII.	PANEL ORIENTATION


What sort of training do reviewers receive?


All reviewers attend an orientation session conducted by IEPS staff prior to reviewing applications.





XIV.	PANEL REVIEW


What happens when panels meet?


Panels meet daily to discuss all applications and program staff always attend meetings to provide technical assistance.





XV.	INTEGRITY OF THE PROCESS	


What are some steps taken to ensure the integrity of the process?


No “outside” information is considered in the process and all reviewers must sign a conflict of interest form.





XVI.	GETTING A REVIEWER’S SUPPORT


How can you make life easier for a reviewer? 


Pay special attention to ensure that your proposal is well organized, follows CDN requirements, concise, and the aesthetics are use-friendly and memorable. 
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